Central Idea Christians are called to live with confident trust in God’s promises rather than
dependence on what is seen or felt. Walking by faith means enduring present struggles with the
assurance of eternal realities secured in Christ.

INTRODUCTION

In a world that values proof, visibility, and immediate results, the Christian life calls us to a different
way of living. The apostle Paul reminds believers that our hope and direction are grounded not in
what we see, but in what God has promised.

2 Corinthians 5:4-7

For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but
that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has
prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of
good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we
walk by faith, not by sight.

1. THE BURDEN OF TODAY; PROMISE OF TOMORROW
e Paul acknowledges the reality of suffering and “groaning” while living in an earthly body.

e This life is temporary, but God has prepared something far greater for His faithful people.

* God has given the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of what is to come, assuring believers of future
glory.

Romans 8:18

For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to
be revealed to us.
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John 14:1-3

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be
also.

e Faith looks beyond present discomfort to God’s eternal promise.

2. CONFIDENCE ROOTED IN FAITH, NOT IN WHAT IS SEEN
2 Corinthians 5:6-7

So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from
the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.

e Christians live with courage because they trust in God’s unseen realities.

e Walking by faith means ordering our lives according to God’s word, not visible circumstances.
e Faithis not blind belief, but confident trust based on God’s revealed will.

Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Romans 1:17

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall
live by faith.”

e Faith shapes how we live, decide, and persevere.

3. LIVING FAITHFULLY WHILE WE AWAIT OUR ETERNAL HOME
2 Corinthians 5:8-9

Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.

e QOur goal is to please the Lord, whether in this life or the next.
e Walking by faith motivates obedience, holiness, and perseverance.
e Faith produces a life focused on pleasing God rather than seeking earthly comfort.

e Supporting Scriptures:
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Colossians 1:10

so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God;

1 Peter 1:6-9

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,
so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

e Faithful living today reflects confidence in our future with God.
John 20:29

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.”

CONCLUSION

e Walking by faith, not by sight, calls believers to trust God’s promises above present realities. As we
endure life’s challenges, we do so with confidence, knowing that what is unseen is eternal and
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