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CENTRAL IDEA

Jesus calls His disciples to a higher standard of love—one that rises above retaliation, prejudice, and
selective kindness. When the world responds with hatred, Christians reflect the character of God by
responding with intentional, active love.

INTRODUCTION

e Welivein a culture marked by division—political tension, racial hostility, social media arguments,
workplace conflicts, and family estrangement. It is easy to love those who love us. That requires
no transformation.

e Butin Matthew 5:43-48, Jesus confronts a popular but incomplete teaching: “You shall love your

neighbor and hate your enemy.”

e Jesus raises the standard. He teaches that kingdom citizens do not mirror the world —they reflect
the Father.

e The question is not: How does the world treat its enemies?
The question is: How do children of God treat theirs?
I. LOVE THAT DEFIES HUMAN INSTINCT
Matthew 5:44 But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
e Loving friends is natural. Loving enemies is supernatural.

Romans 12:17-21 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of
all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” To
the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so
doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

e Luke 6:27-28 — “Do good to those who hate you.”
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This love is not passive tolerance. It is intentional action.
Practical Applications:

e Pray specifically for someone who has hurt you.

Refuse to speak negatively about someone who wronged you.

Perform a quiet act of kindness for a difficult coworker or neighbor.

Respond calmly instead of retaliating when criticized.

Loving when hated means we choose obedience over emotion.

Il. LOVE THAT REFLECTS THE FATHER

Matthew 5:45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

e Jesus explains why we love enemies: because that is what our Father does.

Acts 14:17 Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain
from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.”

e John 3:16

e When we love selectively, we resemble the world.
When we love universally, we resemble God.

Practical Applications:

Treat the rude customer with dignity.

e Be fair and kind even to someone who disagrees with you politically.
e  Offer forgiveness rather than holding grudges in the congregation.

e Show patience toward a family member who mocks your faith.

e |f people only see kindness from us toward those who are “on our side,” we are no different from
the world (Matthew 5:46-47).

Ill. Love That Matures Us Spiritually
e Matthew 5:48 — “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”
o “Perfect” here means complete, mature, whole.

e Enemy-love stretches us into spiritual maturity.
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1 Peter 2:23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten,
but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.

Practical Applications:

e Pause before responding to an offensive social media post.

e Seek reconciliation instead of silent resentment (Matthew 5:23-24).

e Offer a genuine apology when you contribute to conflict.

e Teach your children by modeling calm, gracious responses.

CONCLUSION

The world says:

“Get even.”

“Cancel them.”
“Protect your pride.”
“Protect your Truth.”

”

“Only love those who deserve it.

Jesus says:

e Love your enemies.

e Pray for your persecutors.

e Reflect your Father.

e Grow into spiritual maturity.

CHALLENGE:
This week, identify one difficult relationship and choose one intentional act of Christlike love. Pray for
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them. Bless them. Refuse retaliation.
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How Jesus commands us to be forgiven of sins and added to His kingdom.
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