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John 1:29 and Isaiah 53 

John identifies Jesus with that Servant: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). Note: 

• “Of God” = God’s provision (echoing Gen. 22:8; Isa. 53:10). 
• “Takes away” (present participle) = an active, effective removal of sin (cf. Isa 53:6, 11–12). 
• “World” (kosmos) = universal scope of provision, consistent with Isa. 49:6 (“light for the 

nations”) and against any notion of a limited atonement. Sufficient for all those who 
respond in obedient faith (Acts 10:43; Rom. 3:25; Heb. 5:8–9). 
 

How the pieces fit – Key Connections 

• Innocence → substitution: Isaiah’s blameless Servant (53:9) matches the “without 
blemish” lamb theme (Ex. 12:5; 1 Pet. 1:19). 

• Silent obedience → atoning death: “opened not his mouth” (Isa 53:7) fits Jesus’ restrained 
suffering (cf. Matt. 27:12–14, John 10:18; 18 and 19), with the result “he shall bear their 
iniquities” (Isa. 53:11). 

• God’s initiative: “the LORD has laid on him” (Isa. 53:6) = “Lamb of God” (John 1:29). 
Salvation is God’s design and gift. 

• Universal offer, conditional reception: “sin of the world” (John 1:29) aligns with “all” in 
Isa. 53:6, yet scripture consistently calls people to respond—faith, repentance, and 
baptism “for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38; cf. Acts 8:35–38).  Christ’s atonement 
is sufficient for all; its benefits are received by obedient faith. 

 

Summary 
 

John’s proclamation, “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29), intentionally gathers the OT sacrificial 
patterns (Gen. 22; Ex. 12) and, most specifically, Isaiah 53’s Servant who is “like a lamb… led to 
the slaughter” and “bears” our sins (Isa. 53:7, 11–12). In New Testament preaching and practice 
(Acts 8; 1 Pet. 1–2; 1 Cor. 5), the church recognized Jesus as that Lamb. A straightforward 
message: God provided His Lamb; Jesus’ atonement is for all (better sacrifice – think back to our 
study in Hebrews); and people receive its benefits through obedient faith—hearing the gospel, 
believing, repenting, confessing Christ, and being baptized into Him—then living a holy life in 
grateful obedience. “He himself bore our sins… that we might die to sin and live to righteousness” 
(1 Pet 2:24). The Lamb’s work produces transformed conduct, not mere sentiment. 
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