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Central Idea: Our ultimate security and devotion are determined by where we choose to invest our 

time, resources, and hearts—in the fleeting wealth of earth or the eternal riches of Christ's kingdom.  

INTRODUCTION 

• A. The Search for Security: Humanity constantly seeks something permanent to anchor itself to. 

We build homes, start savings accounts, and pursue careers, all in search of lasting stability.  

• B. The Scripture’s Challenge: Jesus, the ultimate authority, addresses this need head-on, not by 

validating our earthly investments, but by exposing their ultimate failure. He presents a clear, 

binary choice regarding our treasure.  

1. THE FUTILITY OF EARTHLY INVESTMENT (THE WARNING) 

Matthew 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, 

• The Definition of "Treasure": Anything we assign ultimate worth or stability to—money, property, 

fame, material goods, or even our physical comfort and self-indulgence.  

• The Three Agents of Decay: 

1. Moth: Symbolizes sudden loss and structural decay (clothing, textiles, investments becoming 

outdated).  

2. Rust (or Corrosion): Symbolizes slow, inevitable devaluation and time-based decay (physical body, 

cars, homes).  

3. Thieves: Symbolizes external, unpredictable, and violent loss (market crashes, disaster, theft, 

governmental change).   
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James 5:1–3 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. Your 

riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have corroded, and their 

corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the 

last days. 

1 John 2:17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 

abides forever. 

• Application: We are not forbidden to have things, but we are commanded not to let our 

possessions possess us. Earthly security is an illusion. 

2. THE VALUE OF HEAVENLY TREASURE (THE MANDATE) 

Matthew 6:20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

• Heavenly Treasure Defined: Not literal chests of gold, but eternal values and investments in the 

Kingdom that last beyond death.  

• Character 

Galatians 5:22–23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

• Service:  

Matthew 25:34–40 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then 

the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And 

when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 

you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  

• Souls: 

Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise.  

• Generosity: Sacrificial giving and sharing  

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

Malachi 3:6 “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.  
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1 Timothy 6:17–19 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They 

are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure 

for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly 

life. 

• Application: Laying up treasure in heaven means using our earthly gifts (time, talent, money) to 

advance eternal causes. Every act of faith, love, and obedience is a deposit in a bank that will 

never fail. 

 3. THE DIRECTION OF THE HEART (THE CONSEQUENCE) 

To determine where our heart is, we must honestly examine:  

1. Where does my money go?  

2. Where does my time go? 

3. What do I worry about? 

Luke 12:34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Hebrews 6:19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the 

inner place behind the curtain, 

CONCLUSION 

• Earthly treasure destroys (Moth/Rust/Thieves); Heavenly treasure endures (God’s permanence); 

Our treasure determines our heart.  

• Examine your spiritual portfolio today. Realign your resources. Let us shift our focus from 

temporary things that decay to the eternal values of the Kingdom.  

 


